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Jfet Exports.
The net iron and steel exports of Britain were the greatest in the
world up to 1922, when they were exceeded by Germany. In 1913
the net exports of the countries studied were (ooo tons]1:
Germany              5,800                      Belgium          680
Britain                 2,750                      France            460
ILS A.                  2,550
During the European War American exports were, of course, the
greatest. In 1920-30 British net exports fell away steeply and in
fact they were negative for two years (1926 and 1927). After 1925
Belgium had the greatest net exports, followed by France, Germany
and the U.S.A.
Exports Per Capita.
The amount of exports per head of population was approximately
the same for Britain and Belgium from 1890 to 1900. After that date
the figure for Belgium became the highest.
Britain was followed by Germany, then by the ILS.A. and France*
In 1920-30 the order was Belgium, France, Britain, Germany, U.S.A.
2. IMPORTS
Britain has long been the largest importer of iron and steel.
Before 1870 Belgian girders were being imported, but up to 1885
our principal import was Swedish bar iron. After that date steel
blooms and billets were the principal items. In the nineties semi-
products were imported from Germany and from the U.S.A., and
by 1900 this trend was more marked. In 1904 British imports of
iron and steel were three times that of any country in Europe, and
between 1904 and 1914 they doubled again.
In 1913 40 per cent of the steel consumed in Britain was of
foreign origin, while the production of common grades in this
country continuously decreased. Whilst the principal imports into
Britain were slabs and blooms, sheet bars and tinplate bars, the
principal item of imports into Germany, France, the U.S.A. and
Belgium was pig iron. This became again the position after the War,
but the competitive strength of the Continental countries, particu-
larly France and Belgium, increased considerably.
In 1927 49 per cent of the steel worked up in Britain was imported,
but plates and sheets were imported from Germany in large